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CONGRESSIONAL DEBATE JUDGE INFORMATION
1.  ELECTION OF PRESIDING OFFICERS

When you arrive in the chamber, students should have met in committees and decided upon a docket.  Your first job as a session I judge is to conduct the election of the Presiding Officers.  If only two students are nominated, no election is necessary, but it must be decided which session each will conduct.  If it is possible to get a second person to run, allow the chamber to begin, but make it clear that someone must be elected at the beginning of the afternoon session.  If several students choose to run, ballot until two names remain by dropping the low person after each round of voting.  The highest vote getter may elect the session for which he/she wants to chair.
2.  EVALUATION OF SPEECHES (0-5)

Please remember to circle the point total given, and write constructive comments for the speaker.  Since there are only two judges, you should alternate the duty of writing critiques.  If possible, do not judge the same person when he/she speaks a second time.  Never judge your own school.
3.  SEATING CHART

Please be sure to mark the permanent seating chart for the chamber each time a representative speaks.  Keep track of how many speeches, questions, and motions each person has.
4.  PRESIDING OFFICER CRITIQUE (0-5)
Both judges, by consensus, must provide a numeric score and are encouraged to provide constructive comments for the presiding officer.
5.  PARTICIPATION POINTS

Using the seating chart, assign each representative a score on a scale of (0-5) with 5 being the best.  Base your choices on the number of speeches, questions, and motions.  Quality is judged separately and should not be a factor in the participation score.  Use the most active students as the basis for 5-point awards.  Assign the remaining students points based on that amount of activity.  Write the score on the seating chart.  Turn in this chart at the close of each session.
6.  LEGISLATIVE RECORD

A legislative record sheet, indicating which bills were debated and in what order, is in the judge folder.  Please keep an accurate record of the legislative activity on the form.  Turn the record in at the close of the second session.  Circle the P.O. and legislative winners.
7.  ADJOURNING CONGRESS

Please complete the following forms:

· Student speech critiques(each session)

· Presiding officer critique(each session)

· Seating chart with participation(each session)
· Legislative record(End of second session)

· Conduct secret voting for Best Presiding Officer and Best Legislation

*Vote counting:  If a school is represented by a single representative, that representative may cast one vote.  If a school has two or more representatives present in the chamber, that delegation may cast no more than two votes.

BOTH JUDGES MUST APPEAR AT THE TABULATION ROOM WITH THE CORRECT PAPERWORK.

