Chicago Catholic Forensics League

Master Ballot for Individual Events

Loyola Academy, Varsity IE Qualifier #1, Saturday, November 14, 2009
Event:_________________________ Round:________ Room:__________
	Speaking

Order

	Speaker’s

Code
	Title or Topic of Presentation
	Rank
	Speaker

Points
	Time
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There must be no ties in rank. 

Time Limits:  Presentations, including introduction and transitional material, should not exceed ten minutes in all categories except Extemporaneous Speaking which is seven minutes.   Any time beyond the 30 second grace period should be circled above and on the critique.  You should rank the speaker normally.  For example, the speaker you believe was the best would be ranked 1st and her time of 10:36 would be circled in the above grid.  

Judge Code: _______ Judge Name: _________________________Judge School: ________________________

Chicago Catholic Forensics League

Master Ballot for Individual Events

Oratorical Declamation

Rules of Procedure
1. The selection in this category must have been actually delivered in real life as a speech by a speaker other

than the present contestant. Selections may include, but are not limited to professional speeches, public

orations, former competition speeches, eulogies, sermons, etc. The introduction must name the work and

author and describe the actual circumstances under which the speech was originally presented.
2. The original speaker’s words may not be altered for this presentation with the exception that cutting is

permitted.
3. The speech must be memorized.
4. The presentation should not exceed 10 minutes, including at most one minute of introduction and transitional

material other than the author’s words. Judges may not award first place to any contestant speaking beyond

the thirty-second grace period.
5. Any questions regarding rules infringement should be brought to the attention of the Tabulation Room Staff

immediately after the round, and not to the student.
6. This event is limited to 9th and 10th grade students.

Chicago Catholic Forensics League

Master Ballot for Individual Events

Dramatic Performance

Rules of Procedure
1. The presentation must be from a single published play or single published script, single fictional or nonfictional work, (not poetry). The author’s words as published in the literature may not be altered for this

performance with the exception that cutting is permitted. The cutting may be serious or humorous. Scenes

from musicals are acceptable, provided that the singing is limited to a maximum of thirty (30) seconds total

within the presentation.
2. The selection must be memorized.
3. Speakers may not take lines belonging to one character and apply them to a different character in the

performance.
4. No costumes or properties may be used.
5. Although this is primarily a display of vocal ability, body language will play a part in the overall

performance. Since this is a memorized performance, and since it is drama, more vocal and physical

suggestion may be required in order to portray characters, conflict and story. The performer should

effectively utilize movement to create the characters’ world in the mind’s eye of the audience. However, no

physical action should be performed that will distract the audience’s attention to the drama being performed.
6. The presentation should not exceed 10 minutes, including at most one minute of introduction and transitional

material other than the author’s words. Judges may not award first place to any contestant that performs

beyond the thirty-second grace period.
7. Any questions regarding rules infringement should be brought to the attention of the Tabulation Room Staff

immediately after the round, and not to the student.

Chicago Catholic Forensics League

Master Ballot for Individual Events

Duo Interpretation of Literature

Rules of Procedure
1. The two interpreters are to render a dynamic moment, from memory, utilizing appropriate vocal expression,

gestures and interactions. The interpreters will vocally and physically respond to each other’s verbal and nonverbal cues while maintaining an off stage focus. Students are not allowed to make direct eye contact with

one another except during the introduction.
2. The selection must be from a single published play, single fictional or non-fictional work. A series of poems

is permitted. The poetry may be taken from a variety of sources united by a single poet. The author’s words

as published in the literature may not be altered for this presentation with the exception that cutting is

permitted. Speakers may not take lines belonging to one character in the script and apply them to a different

character in the performance. The material may be serious, humorous or both. Each interpreter may present

one or more characters. Any singing must be limited to a maximum of 30 seconds total within the

presentation.
3. The selection must begin from center stage. Performers are not allowed to make physical contact with each

other during the performance, except during the introduction. Physical movement is restricted to performers

moving around one another, switching positions, pivoting from side to side or turning around completely.

Students must remain standing.
4. No costumes or properties may be used.
5. The presentation should not exceed 10 minutes, including at most one minute of introduction and transitional

material other than the author’s words. Judges may not award first place to any duo interpretation that

performs beyond the thirty-second grace period.
6. Any questions regarding rules infringement should be brought to the attention of the Tabulation Room Staff

immediately after the round, and not to the student.
Chicago Catholic Forensics League

Master Ballot for Individual Events

Extemporaneous Speaking

Rules of Procedure
1. Speakers shall bring the printed topic slip to the judge(s) in the round.
2. The speaker should be held to strict adherence to the precise statement of the topic selected and should be

penalized for any obvious shift to a different topic.
3. The speech must be extemporaneous, and delivered without notes.
4. The speech should not exceed seven (7) minutes. Judges may not award first place to any contestant speaking

beyond the thirty-second grace period.
5. Any questions regarding rules infringement should be brought to the attention of the Tabulation Room Staff

immediately after the round, and not to the student.

Chicago Catholic Forensics League

Master Ballot for Individual Events

Oral Interpretation of Literature

Rules of Procedure
1. A given round will feature either all poetry or all prose selections.
2. The selection should be literature, either as a single piece, a cutting, or a series of short pieces united by

theme or by author. Literature includes all forms of prose or poetry, fiction or non-fiction, except plays and

oratorical compositions written to be delivered in real life situations. The author’s words as published in the

literature may not be altered for this performance with the exception that cutting is permitted. Any singing

must be limited to a maximum of thirty (30) seconds total within the presentation.
3. Since this is to be a reading, the interpreters must use a manuscript.
4. Speakers may not take lines belonging to one character and apply them to a different character in the

performance.
5. No costumes or properties may be used.
6. The selection must be delivered from center stage. Movement and gestures, if used, should be appropriate to

the selection. Walking is not permitted.
7. The presentation should not exceed 10 minutes, including at most one minute of introduction and transitional

material other than the author’s words. Judges may not award first place to any contestant that performs

beyond the thirty-second grace period.
8. Any questions regarding rules infringement should be brought to the attention of the Tabulation Room Staff

immediately after the round, and not to the student.

Chicago Catholic Forensics League

Master Ballot for Individual Events

Original Oratory

Rules of Procedure
1. The speech must have been composed by the student delivering it, and must be memorized.
2. The purpose of the oration may be to inspire, to persuade, to eulogize, or to inform. These purposes may

overlap in the same oration.
3. Visual and audio-visual aids are not permitted. Any singing must be limited to 30 seconds total within the

oration.
4. Not more than 150 words of the oration may be direct quotations from any other speech or writing. Extensive

paraphrase of any other source is prohibited as well.
5. The oration must be composed from the standpoint of the speaker; the speaker may adopt another persona for

no more than one (1) minute.
6. This speech should not exceed ten (10) minutes. Judges may not award first place to any contestant speaking

beyond the thirty-second grace period.
7. Any questions regarding rules infringement should be brought to the attention of the Tabulation Room Staff

immediately after the round, and not to the student.

